
Chemotherapy used to treat some types of solid 
tumour and brain tumour

IRINOTECAN

Nausea or vomiting

• Rash

• Constipation

• Liver damage

This leaflet contains information about Irinotecan 
including details of known side effects. It does not 
include every possible side effect.

Decrease in 
blood count

Hair loss

• Kidney damage

Camptosar®

A clear, colourless liquid

Oral

Mucositis 
(inflammation or 
ulceration of the 
mouth and gut) 
or mouth ulcers

• Headache

• Cholinergic symptoms (salivation, increased tears, 
sweating, flushing, diarrhoea, abdominal cramps, 
difficulty adjusting eyes to light) during or shortly 
after the infusion

Diarrhoea

Abdominal 
cramping and pain

Fever

Flushing and 
sweating



SIDE EFFECTS (CONT.)
Rare

•	 Allergic reactions which may be life-threatening.
Symptoms of a severe reaction may include skin rash
or hives, swelling or tingling of the lips and face,
difficulty breathing and low blood pressure which
may lead to collapse. Seek medical attention
immediately if any of the above symptoms occur.

•	 Dehydration

CONTACT 
For further information, or to discuss any concerns you may have about your child’s medication, please feel 
free to contact the Children’s Cancer Centre of your child’s treating hospital:

•	 The Royal Children’s Hospital Oncology Pharmacy (03) 9345 6290

•	 Monash Children’s Hospital Cancer Centre (03) 8572 3456 or Pharmacist desk (03) 8572 3464

Disclaimer: This information has been prepared by the Paediatric Integrated Cancer Service, with input 
from the Children’s Cancer Centre Pharmacy Departments at The Royal Children’s Hospital and Monash 
Children’s Hospital. This information is for educational purposes only and should not be seen as a 
substitute for advice from your doctor or other professional healthcare provider. If you have specific 
questions about the content of this information, or any other medical matter, it is recommended that 
you consult your doctor, pharmacist or other professional healthcare provider. This information is 
considered to be true and correct at the date of publication, however changes in circumstances after the 
time of publication may impact on the accuracy of this information.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

•	 Avoid excessive exposure to sunlight and use a high 
SPF sunscreen.

•	 Keep ALL medication out of the reach of children.

• Ask your doctor or pharmacist before using any 
other medicine including over-the-counter 
medicines and complementary medicines.

• Take without food.

• Oral Irinotecan should ideally be taken in the morning. 

• Oral Irinotecan has an unpleasant taste. If needed, 
mix with a small amount of cranberry juice, grape 
juice or flavored syrup before taking to disguise the 
taste.

• If you have forgotten to take a dose, do not take an 
extra dose. Speak to your doctor or pharmacist for 
advice about managing the missed dose.

• Confusion or sleepiness

• Blood clots

• Inflammation of the lungs

• Irinotecan can cause diarrhoea. If you have had 
previous trouble while receiving or after receiving 
Irinotecan, other medications may be prescribed 
to prevent diarrhoea.




